
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 1 6 5March 6 , 20 0 3

Committe e f o r pu b l i c h ea r i n g . The b i l l wa s ad v a n c e d t o Ge ne r a l
Fi le , Mr . Pr e s i d e n t . I do ha v e c omm i t t ee am e ndment s t o t h e
b i l l .

S ENATOR CUDABACK : Than k y ou , Mr . Clerk . Sena to r Chambers , . . . i s
he in the Chamber? Senator Chambers? Sena tor Ch ambers, y our
bill is up. We' re on General File, Senator Chambers, your bill.
I 'm sorry. The bill was passed over, by the Senator's request.
Mr. C l e r k , ne x t i t em.

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i de n t , t h e ne x t b i l l t h i s mo r n i ng , LB 16 5 .
It's a bill by the Natural Resources Committee, signed by its
membersh i p . (Re ad t i t l e . ) Th e b i l l wa s i n t r o d u c ed o n
January 10, referred t o the Natu ral Re sources Committee for
p ubl i c he a r i n g . The b i l l wa s a d va n c e d t o Ge n e r a l Fi l e . I d o
have amendments t o t h e b i l l , Mr . Pr e s i d e n t .

PRESIDENT HE INEMAN: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. Sena tor Schrock,
Chairman o f t h e Na t u r a l Re so u r c e s C o mmi t te e , y o u ' r e r e co g n i ze d
t o o pe n o n t h e ad v a n c ement o f L B 16 5 .

SENATOR SCHROCK: Mr . Pr esident, members of the Legislature,
LB 165 permits public power districts that o wn nuclear po wer
p lant s t o i n de mn i f y t h i r d - p a r t y op e r a t o r s f r om t h e o p e r a t o r s '
negligence when they are hired to operate a n u clear p l ant for
the public p o wer district. It's not any secret that NPPD, the
manager o f t h e st a t e ' s l a r ge st p ub l i c p owe r p l a n t , n u c l e a r
p lant , a t Coo p e r . . .Co o pe r Pl a nt a t . . . i s i t Aub u r n ? I t ' s d own i n
southeas t Ne b r a sk a , Br o w n v i l l e . Br own v i l l e , I kn e w i t wa s d o w n
there somewhere i n Sen ator Vr tiska's d i strict, has been
negotiating with the Nuclear Management Company for operating of
their plant. And t hey would turn over operations of the plant
t o Nu c l e a r M a n a gement C ompany . A l t h ou g h t h e y d o n o t t h i n k t h e
current statutes p rovide a prob lem, there is some reluctance
from Nuclear Management Company to e n ter int o agreement w i th
N PPD unt il the s t atutes are clearer . M ake n o mis take about it .
This bill is to clarify the statutes, that in the case N PPD
would t u r n ov e r t h e ma n a g ement o f t h a t t o t h e Nu c l e a r Ma n a g ement
Company, that NP PD would still be responsible for liability at
t hat p l an t . Th a t d oe s n ' t g e t t h e Nu c l e a r Ma n a g ement C o mpany o f f
from any mistakes that they would make in the management of that
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